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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is responsive to the applicants' amendment filed on October 4, 2004. 

The amendments and arguments presented by the applicant have been duly noted; 
however, a new non-final Office Action is set forth below. The previous indication of 
allowability of claims 17, 27 and 31 is hereby withdrawn. An updated search and further review 
of the prior art of record has prompted the new rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 7-5, 13-15, 17, 23-25, 27 and 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as 
being anticipated by any one of Kimata et al. (Kimata) (Publication Number JP 2000-345978) 
orHayashi et al. (Hayashi) (Publication Number JP 06-010859). 

Regarding claims 1, 13, 23, and 28, Kimata (as shown in Fig. 1) or Hayashi (as shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2) discloses a compressor assembly for compressing a gas, the compressor assembly 
comprising: a housing (2 in Kimata; 1 in Hayashi) having a first inlet (7 in Kimata; 13 in 
Hayashi); a motor (5 in Kimata; 5 in Hayashi) disposed within the housing; a crankcase (3 in 
Kimata; 11 in Hayashi) disposed within the housing and secured relative to the motor; a 
compressor mechanism (9, 1 1 in Kimata; 2, 3 in Hayashi) operably coupled to the motor (5 in 
Kimata; 5 in Hayashi) and defining a working space wherein gas is compressed within the 
working space, gas entering the working space through a second inlet (31 in Kimata; 6 in 
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Hayashi), and a baffle member (30 in Kimata; 82 in Hayashi) secured to the crankcase and 
extending from proximate the first inlet (7 in Kimata; 13 in Hayashi) to proximate the second 
inlet (31 in Kimata; 6 in Hayashi), the baffle member positioned to be impactable by gas entering 
the housing through the first inlet (4 in Kimata; 13 in Hayashi), the baffle member directing gas 
entering the housing (2 in Kimata; 1 in Hayashi) in a flow path from the first inlet to the second 
inlet (31 in Kimata; 6 in Hayashi), the baffle surface defining a baffle opening (not numbered; 
however, clearly seen in Fig. lb in Kimata; 83 in Hayashi), the baffle opening positioned 
between the first inlet and the second inlet, the baffle opening having a length and a width, the 
length being substantially greater than the width, the length extending in a direction substantially 
transverse to the flow path whereby fluid collected on the baffle member is separable from gas 
(see abstract) entering the second, inlet by passage (31 in Kimata; 6 in Hayashi) through the 
baffle opening (see Fig. lb in Kimata; 83 in Hayashi), 

Regarding claims 2-5, 14, 15, 17, 24, 25, 27 and 29-31, Kimata or Hayashi further 
discloses a sheet-like baffle member (30 in Kimata; 82 in Hayashi) secured within the housing (2 
in Kimata; 1 in Hayashi), the baffle member (30 in Kimata; 82 in Hayashi) having a first major 
surface defining the baffle surface; the baffle surface being positioned to define a passageway 
(3 1 in Kimata; not numbered ;however, clearly seen in Fig. 2 in Hayashi) between an interior 
surface of the housing (2 in Kimata; 1 in Hayashi) and the baffle surface; the housing (2 in 
Kimata; 1 in Hayashi) including a substantially cylindrical portion, the first inlet (7 in Kimata; in 
Hayashi) being disposed in the substantially cylindrical portion, the first inlet (7 in Kimata; 13 in 
Hayashi) being disposed in the substantially cylindrical portion, and the baffle surface includes a 
generally arcuate surface; the motor including a rotatable horizontally shaft (51 in Hayashi) 
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coupled to the compressor mechanism; the first inlet (7 in Kimata; 13 in Hayashi) being 
positioned at a lower vertical position than the second inlet (31 in Kimata; 6 in Hayashi). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 6-12, 16 and 26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

3. Claims 18-22 are allowed. 

Communication 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Theresa Trieu whose telephone number is 571-272-4868. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am- 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas E Denion can be reached on 571-272-4859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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